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akitap .c o

Weganén Avestayé ber bi dawiya sala 1995an ji aliyé Songul Keskin Duraker, Riken Bagdu @ Abdullah
Keskin ve li Stenbolé hate avakirin. Wesanxaneya ku xwedi dirisma “Li pey candén winda" b, bi car
berhemén edebi &n bi kurdi dest bi kar kir. Avestayé, ya ku navé xwe ji metneki piroz & axa me werdigire,
mijarén derkenarikiri, yén pasguhkiri 0 xeterok dane ber xwe @ di seri de li ser kurdan, li ser civakén
as(iri-sdryani, ermen, ézidi, azeri, fars (i ereban I&kolin wegandin.

Avestayé li ser 50 rézan, bi nézi 700 pirtikan ve pirzimanf G pircanditi daye ber xwe, bétir bi kurdf @ tirki,
& bi ingilizi @ franst i pirtik wegandin. Disa digel zimanén sereke yén Rojavayé, ji riisi, erebf, farisi, gal-
isyani ... nézi ji 20 zimanan wergéran dane kirin bo kurd @ tirki. Li jér serenavé "Bayé Rojhilaté” cih da
edebiyata Rojhilata Navin a hevcerx, di koleksiyona "Sahmaran” de nézi 30 berhemén niviskarén jin én
kurd wesandin. Avestayé, di réza "Canda Mezopotamyayé" de bi xebatén derbaré civakén etnik 0 ¢andi
yén li ber tuneb@iné (i baweriyén heteredokst yén weki astiri-sdryani, keldani, nestdri, ézidi, elewd, yar-
sani, mihelmi ve hewl da wan koman xuyabar bike. Bi rézepirtikén edebiyata kurdi ya klasik @ ya hevgerx
ve ji Mehmed Uzun bigire heta Cegerxwin, ji Celadet Ali Bedirxan bigire heta Bextiyar EIf berhemén kevn
{ yén nd yén niviskarén ji herémén cuda cuda berhev kirin, piraniya berhemén van niviskarén ku stiinén
cand 0 edebiyata kurdi ne, ji bo zimanén din ji hatine wergérandin. Herwisa Avestayé pirtikén ewil yén
bi dehan niviskarén ciwan ji wesandin. Di réza Kurdolojiyé de berhemén beré (i bigedr yén der baré cand
{ diroka kurdi hatine wegandin @ bi saya "Lékolinén Kurdi" zanina fro, berhemén akademik én hevgerx
btine male kurdi d tirki. Di réza “Zanistén Civaki” de i civaknasiyé bigire heta antropolojiyé bireke
berhemén bingehin hene (i digel wan ji di réza "Metabole" de berhemén der baré fenomenolojiyé cihé
xwe digirin. Ji Heideger bigire ta Gadamer berhemén gelek rewsenbiran hatine wergérandin @ piraniya
van berheman li hin zaningehan biine cavkaniyén dersan. Ji sala 1996an heta 2007an ji aliyé Dadgehén
Parastina Dewleté (DPD) ve ji bo derdora 20 pirtikén Avestayé doz hatine vekirin, biryarén qedexekiriné
hatine dayin; gismeki dozan bi berate bi dawf bin, ji gismeki wan ciza hate wergirtin, piraniya wan
biryaran ji di carcoveya ganiinén pagxistiné de hatine wergirtin. Avestayé sala 1999an li Diyarbekiré
saxa xwe vekir ku bétir weki pirtdkfirog kar dikir. Ji Orhan Pamiik bigire heta Mehmed Uzun (i Murathan
Mungan, ji bo gelek niviskaran konferans @ rojén imzeyé hatine lidarxistin. Der heqé pirtakfiros de ji ji
ber "firotin wesanén qedexekiri” hin doz hatine vekirin. Sala 2016an embara wé ya li Siira Diyarbekiré
hate sewitandin 0 di encamé de zédetiré 3000 wesan sewitin an ji lewitin. Avestayé heman salé deriyén
pirtakfirosa xwe ya li Diyarbekir dadan.

Di maweya salén 2018 G 2019an de ji aliyé dadgehén cuda cuda ve di carcoveya Qantina Tékosina i
hember Teroré de biryarén gedexekirin @ berhevkiriné hatine dayin ji bo 14 pirtakén ku beré hatine
wesandin @ xwedf naverokeke siyasi ji ninin. Avesta, li gor encamén |ékolina gadé ya bi navé “"Nérinén
Ciwanén Kurd én li ser Zimané Dayiké" wesanxaneya heri navdar e. Ew I&kolin ji aliyé Rawest Lékoliné ve
Cotmeh-Mijdara 2018an i Diyarbekir, Wan, Riha 0 Mérdiné i gel girseya di navbera temené 18-30 salf
de hatiye kirin @i bilye cavkaniya kampanyaya Inisiyatifa Mafé ya bi serenavé #ZimanHéline. Avestayé sala
2005an Xelata Jery Laber ya Azadiya Wesandiné ya Navneteweyt wergirt ku ji aliyé Yekitiya Wesangerén
Ameriki (YWA) ya endama Yekitiya Wesangerén Navneteweyi (YWN) ve téte belavkirin. Herwisa Avestayé
sala 2019an Xelata Azadiya Fikiriné ya Yekitiya Wegangerén Tirkiyeyé wergirt G sala 2020an weki namze-
ta Xelata Voltaire ya Yekitiya Wesangerén Navneteweyf hatiye destnisankirin.

Wesanén Avestayé li Beyogluya Stenbolé li ser xebatén xwe berdewam e.

28



Avesta Yayinlari 1995 yilinin sonlarina dogru Songiil Keskin Duraker, Riiken Bagdu ve Abdullah Keskin
tarafindan istanbul'da kuruldu. Dért Kiirtce edebi kitapla yayin hayatina baslayan yayinevinin temel sian
“Kayip kiiltiirlerin izinde"ydi. Adini yasadi§imiz topraklarda ortaya ¢tkmis Gnemli bir kutsal metinden
alan Avesta, Gtekilestirilen, gdrmezden gelinen netameli konulara el atti, bagsta Kiirtler olmak tizere
Asuri-Siiryani, Ermeni, Yezidi, Azeri, Fars, Arap toplumlan {izerine arastirmalar yayimladi.

50'yi agkin dizide 700 civarinda kitapla cok-dilliligi ve cok-kiiltiirliiliigii esas aldi, agirlikli olarak basta
Kiirtce ve Tiirkge olmak iizere ingilizce ve Fransizca kitaplar da yayimladi. Gene belli bagh Bati dilleriyle
birlikte Rusca, Arapca, Farsca, Galisyanca... 20'ye yakin dilden Kiirtce ve Tiirkceye ceviriler yapti. “Dogu
Riizgan" adi altinda modern Ortadogu edebiyatina yer verdi, “Sahmaran” koleksiyonunda Kiirt kadin
yazarlarin 30 civarinda eseri yayimlandi. "Mezopotamya Kiiltiirii"nde Asuri-Siiryani, Keldani, Nasturi,
Ermeni, Yezidi, Alevi, Yaresani, Mihelmi, Zerdiisti gibi yok olmakla karsi karsiya kalan etnik ve kiiltiirel
topluluklarla heterodoksi inanglara iliskin calismalarla onlar gériiniir kilmaya caliti. Klasik ve modern
Kiirt edebiyati dizileriyle gegmisten bugiine ve farkli parcalarda yasayan yazarlarin eserlerini bir araya ge-
tirdi, Mehmed Uzun'dan Cegerxwin'e, Celadet Ali Bedirxan'dan Bextiyar Eli'ye Kiirt kiiltiir ve edebiyatinin
temel taglan olan bu yazarlarin cogu baska dillere de cevrildi. Ayrica onlarca geng yazarin ilk kitaplarini
yayimladi. Kiirdoloji dizisinde Kiirt kiiltiirii ve tarihine iligkin eski dnemli eserlere yer verilirken “Kiirt
Arastirmalanyla bugiiniin bilgisi, cagdag akademik calismalar Tiirkce ve Kiirtceye kazandinld:. “Sosyal
Bilimler" dizisinde sosyolojiden antropolojiye bircok temel eserin yaninda “Metabole" dizisinde fenom-
enolojiyle ilgili eserlere yer verildi, Heideger'den Gadamer'e bircok diisiiniiriin kitaplari cevrildi ve bu
kitaplarin Gnemli bir kismi bazi iiniversitelerde ders kitabi oldu. 1996'dan 2007 yilina kadar 20 civarinda
kitabr icin DGM'ler tarafindan davalar agildi, yasaklama kararlan verildi, yapilan yargilamalarin bir kismi
beraatla sonuglandi, bir kismindan ceza alindi, cou da erteleme yasalar kapsamina alindi. Avesta 1999
yilinda Diyarbakir'da daha ¢ok kitabevi olarak isleyen subesini acti. Orhan Pamuk'tan Mehmed Uzun,
Murathan Mungan'a kadar bircok yazar icin konferans ve imza giinleri diizenledi. Kitabevi hakkinda da
"yasaklanmig yayin satmak"tan davalar agildi. 2016 yilinda Diyarbakir-Sur'da bulunan deposunun kunda-
klanmasi sonucu 3000'nin iizerinde yayini yandi veya kullanilamaz hale geldi. Ayni yil Diyarbakir'daki
kitabevini kapatti.

2018 ve 2019 yillan icinde, cok daha dnce yayimlanmis ve siyasi icerigi de olmayan 14 kitabi hakkinda
farkl mahkemeler tarafindan Terdrle Miicadele Kanunu gercevesinde yasaklama ve toplatma kararlan
verildi. Rawest Aragtirma tarafindan Ekim-Kasim 2018 tarihlerinde Diyarbakir, Van, Urfa ve Mardin'de
18-30 yas araligindaki kesimle yiiriitiilen ve HAK inisiyatifi'nin #DilYuvadir kampanyasina kaynaklik
eden Kiirt Genglerinin Ana Dile Yaklagimi arastirmasinin sonuclarina gére en ¢ok bilinen ilk yayinevidir.
2005'te, Uluslararasi Yayincilar Birligi (IPA) iyesi olan Amerikan Yayincilar Birligi (AAP)'nin her yil verdigi
Jery Laber Uluslararasi Yayinlama Ozgiirligii Odiili'ne layik gériildii. 2019 yilinda Tiirkiye Yayincilar
Birligi Diisiince Ozgiirliigii Odiilii'nii alan yayinevi, 2020'de de Diinya Yayinalar Birlii Voltaire Odiilii'ne
aday gosterildi. Yayinevi, istanbul-Beyoglu'nda calismalanini siirdiiriiyor.
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Avesta Publisher was founded by Songiil Keskin Duraker, Riken Bagdu and Abdullah Keskin in Istanbul
towards the end of 1995. Avesta started its long and groundbreaking journey with the publication of four
Kurdish literary books in line with its motto 'In Search of Missing Cultures’. Named after an important
sacred text emerged in these lands, Avesta took special interest in risky subjects long neglected and be-
smirched, and consequently published researches on communities such as Assyrians, Armenians, Yazidis,
Azeris, Persians, Arabs, and Kurds in particular.

With the objective of establihing itself as a multicultural and multilingual publishing house, Avesta
managed to publish over 700 books across 50 series which are mostly in Kurdish and Turkish, as well

as a number of them in English and French. Avesta has got many works translated from as much as 20
languages both western and non-western such as Russian, Persian, Arabic and Galician into Kurdish and
Turkish. Modern middle eastern literature was featured in the series of ‘Eastern Wind', alongside nearly
30 works by Kurdish female authors in the collection of ‘Shahmaran’. Under the series of 'Mesopota-
mian Culture’ works related to threatened indigenous and cultural groups along with heterodox sects
such as Assyrians, Keldanis, Nasturians, Armenians, Yazidis, Alawites, Yarsanis, Mihelmis, Zoroastrians
were published to help those vulnerable communities become more visible. Works of a great number

of Kurdish authors, ancient and contemporary, from different parts of the country, have been released
under the titles of 'Modem Kurdish Literature’ and ‘Classical Kurdish Literature’. Many of those authors,
the leading figures of Kurdish cultural and literary scene, among whom we can especially name Mehmed
Uzun, Cigerxwin, Celadet Bedirkhan, Bakhtiyar Ali, have also been translated into foreign languages.
Besides, Avesta published first books by dozens of emerging writers. Old significant works about Kurdish
culture and history were collected under the series of 'Kurdology’, while under 'Kurdish Studies’ modern
academic studies have been published in Kurdish and Turkish to contribute to our knowledge of today. A
number of essential texts in the fields of sociology and anthropology have come out so far in the series
of 'Social Sciences’, together with phenomenological studies in the series of ‘Metabole' including transla-
tions of works by thinkers ranging from Heidegerr to Gadamer, some of which have become textbooks in
certain universities. In the period from 1997 to 2007 Avesta faced lawsuits in the State Security Courts for
the publication of about twenty of its books, some of which were banned as a result. Some trials resulted
in acquittal, in others Avesta was found guilty, and in most of them it was given suspended sentence.
Avesta opened its booktore in Diyarbakir in 1999. It organized events for many writers such as Orhan
Pamuk, Mehmed Uzun, Murathan Mungan, etc. Avesta bookstore also faced charges of ‘selling banned
publications.’ In 2016, at the consequence of a sabotage on its warehouse in Sur/ Diyarbakir, more than
3000 books published by Avesta were completely burnt or become unusable. Avesta had to shut down
its bookstore in Diyarbakir in the same year.

During 2018 and 2019, as a result of decisions from different courts 14 books Avesta had published
long ago and which were by no means political were banned and required to be withdrawn from sale.
Avesta is the best known Publisher according to the Kurdish Youth's Approach to Mother Tongue research
conducted by Rawest Reasearch in Diyarbakir, Mardin, Van and Urfa with young people aged 18-30

and which led to #DilYuvadir (Language is Home) campaign launched by Hak Initiative. It was awarded
2005 Jery Laber Award by Association of American Publishers, a member of International Publishers
Association, which is given every year for the freedom to publish. Besides receiving Freedom of Thought
Award granted by Turkish Publishers Association in 2019, Avesta was also nominated for Voltaire Award
of World Publishers Association in 2020.
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